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ILLAWARRA SHOALHAVEN JOINT ORGANISATION RECEIVES NSW GOVERNMENT
GRANT TO ADVANCE NET ZERO COLLABORATION

The lllawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation (ISJO) has been awarded $253,200 under
Round 3 of the NSW Government’s Joint Organisation Net Zero Acceleration (JONZA) grant
program. The funding will employ a dedicated staff member to lead net zero initiatives
across the JO and its member councils for the next 18 months.

This marks the third consecutive year that the 1SJO has received a grant through the JONZA
program, demonstrating continued progress and commitment to climate action in the region.

To meet regional energy and sustainability needs, the program will focus on several key
areas including establishment of a Regional Energy Forum, embedding sustainability into
contract management, improving the maintenance of Council’s solar assets, supporting
electric vehicle fleet transition planning, improving landfill emission modelling, supporting the
ISJO Community Renewables Program, and enhancing Council emissions reporting.

Roger Stephan, Executive Officer of the Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint organisation, said:

“The Net Zero Manager funded through this grant will help drive our regional net zero
priorities and will build upon existing Council initiatives in key areas such as energy
management, low emissions transport, sustainable procurement, and community net zero
programs. The JONZA grant provides a valuable opportunity to address the resourcing
challenges our member councils face.”

In Round 2, we were able to achieve:

o Delivery of initiatives within the lllawarra Shoalhaven Regional Energy Strategy.

o Development of regional Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure guidance.

¢ Implementation of a regional Community Renewables Program.

¢ |Initiate standardisation of corporate emissions reporting.

¢ Pilot a regional standardised community emissions reporting framework.

¢ Facilitation of regional grant applications aligned with strategic net zero initiatives.
e Continued functionality of the Net Zero working group with ISJO Member Councils

The JONZA program is a capacity-building initiative delivered by the NSW Department of
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW). It is designed to support
regional councils in reducing emissions and contributing to the State’s targets: a 50%
reduction by 2030, 70% by 2035, and net zero by 2050.

Emily Yip, Director of Sustainability and Circular Economy Partnerships at DCCEEW, said:

“Funding provided to the nine Joint Organisations — covering over 70 regional councils — will
enable each JO to employ a full-time staff member for up to 18 months to lead net zero
efforts in their region.

Projects will include developing council emissions baselines, reviewing electricity tariffs to
identify savings, supporting solar PV and battery uptake, and creating EV policies.”




By funding all nine JOs, the program ensures that over 70% of regional NSW councils will
receive targeted support, highlighting the State’s commitment to regional decarbonisation.

The grants form part of the NSW Government’s Sustainable Councils program, which
helps local governments reduce emissions, save energy and money, and work toward net
zero.

Joint Organisations play a critical role in strengthening collaboration between State and local
governments. By combining resources and addressing regional challenges collectively, JOs
enable stronger service delivery and better outcomes for local communities.

More information on the JONZA program is available at:
https://netzeronsw.smartygrants.com.au/JONZARound3

For questions and\or more information contact

Patrick Whitford

Net Zero Program Manager
0475 219 839

pwhitford @isjo.nsw.gov.au

WWW.ISjo.nsw.gov.au
24 Terralong Street (PO Box 148) Kiama NSW 2533
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